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Key Verse
s
:
 
“…
for the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
” 
1 John 4:4(b) (NRSV)
“
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
” 
1 John 4:8 (NRSV)
 
Summary:
 
Rev. Tom Halliburton 
shared his story of faith in God 
and 
his belief in two foundations of Christianity: 
Love and Forgiveness
 (or Grace)
.
 
At a time 
years ago, 
when he desperately needed help, 
Tom
 cried out
 to God: “If you are who you say you are, put love in my heart.” Following that change in his life, Tom became a pastor and now is our pastor’s boss. L
ater, the murder of Tom’s son
 tested his 
belief that “
the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world
” and yet demonstrated Tom’s change of heart through his ability to forgive the murderer. 
Tom
 then shared a vision he had of God 
hugging and playing with him and 
telling him, “Tommy, 
D
addy lov
es you.
” 
Through this story,
 Tom encouraged us to develop a relationship with God as loving parent
 who IS love
.
Read:
 
1 John 4:4-9
. 
We are from God. If God is love, then we must be love, too. God reveals love through Jesus, who died to forgive us and bring us into relationship with God.  
Discussion:
 
Tom said that
 because God is love
 we 
also 
need to be love. Take a moment to fill in the blank
s
 below with your name and reflect upon what that means for your life: If God is love, then _____________
_
___ must be love. 
When have people seen Jesus’ love in 
______
__
________
?
When have you struggled to forgive someone? How did God’s love help you forgive? 
Toward the end of
 the message, Tom shared that
, in his vision of God,
 he was scared to approach God.
 Have you ever experienced a vision of God?
 
If so, what was it like? 
When have you been scared to go to God?
 
What helps you live with certainty that God loves you? 
 
Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:__________________
_______________
___
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Requests:______________________________________________________________
_______________
______
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________
__________________________________
__________________
) (
OFFER Group Discussion Guide
Sermon Title:
 
“Greater Than” Series, Message 3
Date: 
October 2, 2011
 
Scripture:
 
1 John 4:4-9
)[image: ]
image1.jpeg




