Sermon Discussion Guide 08-14-11
“Full of Life”
John 10:10-21

Key Verse: “The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.  My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”  John 10: 10-11

Summary:  God created us for relationship with Himself and for relationship with other people.  Being connected gives us life in all its fullness; full of life as God intended.  Being connected is essential to:  a) helping us recognize the process of evil taking away (stealing and destroying relationships) and destroying the purpose of creation, b) helping us listen and discern the voice of God (my sheep hear my voice), c) helping us recognize the work of the shepherd (lays down His life for us and gives extravagantly to fulfill our lives, and d) only through our being connected with God and each other can our created purpose be realized.  Two questions must be regularly asked of ourselves and of the Church: a) how would you like to be described now, not an end of life description; am I described as full of life and b) how would you like Providence Church described?  As a Church are we full of life?

Discussion Starter:  In what ways does our togetherness help us discern the voice of the Good Shepherd and what are the characteristics of the “abundant life?”   

Read and discuss the referenced scriptures:
John 5:24 What does it mean to you that you “have already passed from death into life?” 

John 6:40  What does it mean to us that all “who see His Son and believe in Him should have eternal life?” 

John 6:31-32  What does it mean to you that the true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven?”

John 11:25  What does it mean to you that “even though they die…will live again?”

John 20:31 Describe the life God promises to you by believing “that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.”

What I will apply to my life__________________________________________? 

