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Sermon Discussion Guide 09-25-11


Sermon Title:�
“A Change in Expectations”�
�
Scripture:�
Ephesians 3:7-21�
�






Key Verse:  “Now to Him, who is able to do immeasurably more  than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us ” – Ephesians 3:20


Summary:  As we continue to explore how God and His love are always greater than we comprehend, we come to this Scripture that tells us that God is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine.  Yet, many of us have a hard time expecting that because of our past experiences of disappointment and pain.   


Discuss Starter:  Are you a glass half-empty or half-full type of person?  Do you walk around waiting for the “other shoe to drop”?  No matter what your natural tendency might be, is God asking you to move towards a change in your expectations?  How does a growing belief in God’s great love for you affect your expectations in life?


Read & Discuss:  


Romans 8:31-32- (Does this remind you of the song we sang???)  As we remind ourselves that God already gave us Jesus, His very best, do we feel more confident God will not withhold any other good thing from us?


Romans 8:35-39- Looking back at Ephesians 3:13 where Paul mentions his sufferings and then reading these verses where a verse about great expectations is followed by comments on suffering begs the question- how do we live with the tension of immeasurably more expectations and life’s suffering?


Is there a possibility that some of what we consider suffering might be a blessing in disguise?  Could some of the suffering we experience end up being used for Immeasurably more types of things?  (Romans 8:28)


Romans 12:12- This verse could be a possible “mantra” for dealing with that tension.  We could go forward joyful in hope, with “immeasurably more” expectations, yet with a plan for faithful prayer and patience in the hard times.


Prayer:  God, we thank you for loving us with a greater than type of love.  Help us to experience how wide and high and deep and long it is.  Increase our faith so that we are joyful in hope, so that we are “immeasurably more” kind of Christians.  We want you to get the credit in our lives and in our church.


Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








