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Sermon Discussion Guide 11-28-10


Sermon Title:�
“Never Leave the Game Early”�
�
Scripture:�
Luke 1:11-17�
�






Key Verse:   13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,” –Luke 1:13-14


Summary:  This Sunday was the first Sunday of Advent- a time of preparation in the days leading up to Christmas.  We lit a candle in worship that symbolized the Hope of Advent. We read the story of Zechariah who had an encounter with an angel in the temple.  God had heard the prayers about Zechariah and Elizabeth’s greatest disappointment- not being able to have a child.  Now their greatest disappointment would be replaced by their deepest hope.  As we approach Christmas, we were challenged with the question, “What is your deepest hope this Christmas?”


Read & Discuss Some or All of the Following: Psalm 37:3-5- Why do you think it seems that Christians often expect to be miserable?  Why do we struggle with believing that God wants to give us good things?, 


Psalm 42:4-6, Psalm 119:147, Psalm 130:5- How are disappointment and hope connected?  Where can we find hope for every situation in our lives?  Share a time when you have found hope in God’s word.


 Isaiah 40:31- What does hope do in our lives spiritually and physically?


Romans 5:1-3, Romans 8:18-25, Colossians 1:27- We learned that when Jesus died for us the curtain (or veil) in the temple was torn from top to bottom.  This became the foundation of a whole new hope for God’s people.  What is the hope we now have?  What do you think the phrase “hope of glory” means?


Hebrews 6:13-20, Hebrews 11:1-  How is Christian hope different from the world’s idea of hope?  How is our hope more  than a “wish?”


If you feel comfortable, maybe you would like to share your response to the question we have been asked, “What would be your deepest Hope this Christmas?”  How can the group pray for you in this?


Prayer:  Jesus, you are the Hope of the world, but you are also our personal hope.  Show us your will for our lives as found in your word.  Help us to never ever give up on our deepest hopes and dreams.  Make this Christmas a time for turning disappointment and pain into hope.  Amen.





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests: __________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








