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Sermon Discussion Guide 11-7-10


Sermon Title:�
“Dealing with the Noise”�
�
Scripture:�
1 Kings 19:9-13�
�






Key Verse:  “…And after the fire came a gentle whisper.   When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  1 Kings 19:12b-13


Summary:  Elijah’s name means “the Lord is God.”  In the story of 1 Kings 19, Elijah proved that his God (and our God) was the true God over the prophets of Baal.  Jezebel, the queen, swore to have Elijah killed; and even though he had just proven the power of his God, he was afraid and ran away.   He ended up in a cave within Mt. Horeb.  God met him there and asked him what he was doing in that place.  God told Elijah to go stand out on the mountain because God would pass by.  A huge wind, an earthquake, and a fire passed by, but God was not in those things.  Then after all that,  a still small voice-God’s voice- again asked Elijah what was he was doing there.  For Elijah, the clamor and the noise had to die down for him to hear the gentle whisper of God.  In our lives, it is the same.  When the internal noise dies down, we can sense the presence of God.  Are we still long enough to know what God’s purpose is for us?


Discuss:  God asked Elijah, “what are you doing here?”  What if we were to ask each other the same question, “what are you doing here?”  What do the following passages tell us about the plans and purposes of God?


Read: Psalm 20:4, Proverbs 19:21, Jeremiah 29:11-13, Romans 8:28, 2 Timothy 1:9  


What are your thoughts about these scriptures?  Did one of them stand out to you?  Why?  What questions do you have regarding them?


How do these scriptures impact you?  In other words, what different emotions might they cause you to feel?


Sometimes we may get confused because we hear people say they know “God’s plan for their life,” or they “know what it is God has called them to do;” but for many of us, we are unsure about God’s plan for our own lives.  We may NOT know the specifics.  There are some things, though, that we MAY know.  Read the following scriptures and talk about what the “may knows” are! 


Ephesians 1:17, Ephesians 1:18, 1 John 5:13


What are some ways we can know and experience the things talked about here?  How can we help another to experience them?


Prayer:  Dear Jesus- thank you for showing us how to be still.  If you needed to take time away to pray and gain strength from God, how much more do we?  Open our eyes to the true passion you have placed on our hearts. Help us to simplify by saying no, and open up new doors to which we can say yes!  Amen.





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:_______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








