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Sermon Discussion Guide 12-19-10


Sermon Title:�
“Lagniappe”�
�
Scripture:�
Matthew 2:1-9�
�






Key Verse: “ 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” –Matthew 2:10-11





�Summary:  In the Creole culture there is a word called “Lagniappe” which is an unexpected gift- something a merchant may throw in as an extra with nothing expected in return.  It is a childlike thing, nonsensical.  The wise men brought this kind of spirit with them when they traveled to lavish gifts on the baby Jesus.  What they did may not have seemed to make sense to others, but their gifts and their story has so much significance for us.  They acknowledged Jesus as king (gold), a priest (frankincense), and sacrifice (myrrh) with their gifts.  Jesus has given us so much, but sometimes we are not willing to receive.  In response to his gift to us, what do we bring to Jesus this Christmas season?  





Read & Discuss:  The concept of Lagniappe reminds us of the meaning of grace.  Grace is often defined as the unmerited favor of God.  Another way to look at grace is the presence and activity of God in our lives- even when we don’t deserve it!  God is always active, taking the initiative on our behalf.  What are some things we can learn about grace from the following passages?


John 1:14-  How does the “Incarnation” (God coming to earth in flesh-Jesus) demonstrate God’s grace?�


Romans 5- What did God’s grace accomplish?  Compare/contrast the “gift” and the “trespass.”�


Galatians 2:20-21- How you think we Christians today still confuse the law and grace?





Prayer:  Lord, when we think about what we deserve in contrast with what you actually give us- we are thankful and overwhelmed by your grace. Help us to look all around us for signs of your grace.  During this Christmas season, we pray that we may also have a spirit of “Lagniappe”- giving what we can, unexpectedly and joyfully.  Help us see how blessed we truly are.  Amen.





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests: __________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








