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Sermon Discussion Guide 6-13-10


Sermon Title:�
“Surrendering Your Plan”�
�
Scripture:�
Mark 9:2-8�
�






Key Verse:  “7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” Mark 9:7


       


Summary:  This week, we followed Jesus, Peter, James and John as they went up on a mountain together.  When they arrived, Jesus became transfigured in appearance and Moses and Elijah appeared with him.  Peter began to make a plan.  “It’s good for us to be here,” he said.  “Let’s build three shelters, one for you, Moses and Elijah.”  From Heaven, they all heard the voice of God proclaiming Jesus as his son, and they were told to LISTEN to him.  Do we try to make our own plans without listening to God?  This week we are called to “surrender our plans” to the one who has a better plan!





Opening:   Mountain top experiences in the Bible were places where people could HEAR from God.  In this discussion guide we will look at “listening to God on the mountain.”








Read:  Exodus 19:1-9 & 1 Kings 19:9-18





Discuss:  What emotions do you think the Israelites might have been having when they were camping out in the desert?  Why do you think God chose this moment to speak what he did to Moses?  What were the key points of the plan God  had for the people?  What was their response?  What about us, and when we are in a dry desert-like time in our life?  What are some ways we can “go on the mountain” and “hear” from God?





Elijah was in a fearful time.  How was the way he heard from God different than the way Moses and the Israelites heard from God?  When Elijah listened to God’s plan for him, what did he hear?  What are some ways God speaks to us that are different than we might expect?  What keeps us from hearing the still small voice of God?





What have been some mountain top experiences in your life where you knew you had encountered or “heard” from God?  We often think of mountain top experiences being great euphoric highs in our lives, but notice in both of these stories, God spoke into dry desert and fearful times in the people’s lives.





Pray:  In what situations in your life do you need to “hear” from God?  Take some time with your group in silence and listen.  Pray for one another to hear from God even in the dry times.


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








