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Sermon Discussion Guide 6-20-10


Sermon Title:�
“Surrendering Your Shame”�
�
Scripture:�
John 21:1-14�
�






Key Verse:  11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord.” 


John 21:11-12.


       


Summary:   In this story, Jesus demonstrates how he offers grace upon grace.  Some time before this, after Jesus was arrested, Peter had denied even knowing who Jesus was.  After Jesus’ death, Peter had gone back to fishing.  Peter fished all night and caught nothing.  Jesus appeared on the shore and called out to Peter telling him to cast the nets on the other side of the boat.  They caught so many fish, the nets could not hold them all.  In this moment of grace, the disciples recognized Jesus.  Peter swims ashore and Jesus offers him breakfast.  Even though Peter felt he had failed Jesus, Jesus offered complete forgiveness and continued to believe in Peter!  What areas of shame in our life need to be surrendered?  Jesus is FOR us, he BELIEVES in us, he has a PLAN for our lives.





Opening:  Grace can be defined as the unmerited favor and love of God toward us.  Even though we do not deserve it, God offers us grace again and again.  Have you ever received a gift that you felt you didn’t deserve?  What was it?  Why didn’t you feel you deserved it?  What was the motivation of the giver?  Was it difficult to receive?





Read:  Ephesians 2:1-8





Discuss:  What is your understanding of God’s grace?  Has it been difficult to receive at times?  Describe a time when you feel you experienced grace.





In this passage, Paul describes a “before” and “after” kind of life when it comes to receiving God’s grace.  If God’s grace is always available to us, why do you think that sometimes we have not recognized it?  What happens when we do realize this gift of grace offered to us?





There is a common belief that our good works “save us.”  Why do you think that is?  What does verse 8 have to say about this?  Why is this hard for people to receive?





In the Christian life, there is always a tension between God’s grace and our good works.  Why do these two things come into conflict for us?  How were they meant to work together? (v.8-9)





Pray:   Lord, help us to receive your grace, even when we don’t feel we deserve it!  Help us to look for signs of your grace all around us.  Amen. 


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








