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Sermon Discussion Guide 6-27-10


Sermon Title:�
“If You Could Be Any Animal…”�
�
Scripture:�
Psalm 23�
�






Key Verse:  “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” –Psalm 23:1


       


Summary:   Sometimes we think about what kind of animal (other than a human!) we might like to be and why.  We may choose an eagle for it’s freedom; a dog for it’s loyalty; a butterfly because  of it’s beauty.  But God most often compares us to sheep.  Sheep have many great characteristics- being intelligent and resourceful, for example.  More than anything, though, sheep are great followers.  Sheep must have a shepherd.  In that sense, we are defined by who our Shepherd is and how he cares for us.  God, as our Shepherd, knows us.  God keeps constant watch over us, and cares for our needs.





Opening:  In both the Old and New Testament, metaphors are used to help us understand what God is like.  In this study guide, we will look at some of the characteristics of God as a Shepherd.  





Read:  Psalm 23, Ezekiel 34:11-16 & Luke 15:1-7





Discuss:  What characteristics of God as a Shepherd do these three passages have in common?





List everything that a good shepherd does, according to these scriptures.





How does Ezekiel 34:11-16 foreshadow what Jesus was going to do when he walked upon the earth?





If we are sheep, what does it mean to be lost, stray, injured or weak?  





Read Acts 20:28- here we learn that we are not only sheep but also called to be shepherds!  What can we do specifically to model after the Lord, our Shepherd?  How can we reach out to the lost, stray, injured, or weak?





Who has been a shepherd in your life who searched for you when you were lost; helped you to heal when you were injured; made you feel a part of a group if you were a stray; strengthened you when you were weak?





Pray:   Read Psalm 23 out loud as a prayer.   


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








