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Sermon Discussion Guide 7-11-10


Sermon Title:�
“God in First Person�
�
Scripture:�
Psalm 23�
�






Key Verse:   He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk �through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  –Psalm 23:3b-4 


Summary:   We learned that unless they are led elsewhere, sheep will overgraze in the same pasture and will walk in the same paths until they have created deep ruts.  With God as our Shepherd, we are led to good places.  God’s reputation is such that he would not leave us in pastures with deep ruts, but would move us to path of “righteousness.”   This path can and will involve walking through scary valleys, but God does not leave us there.  Between verse 3 and 4 David makes a literary shift in Psalm 23.  Up to this point he had referred to God in third person, but in this shift he begins to speak directly to God.  Even in those dark valleys, God is WITH us.





Opening:  Do you ever feel that, like a sheep, you may become stuck in a rut?  Sometimes we struggle with the same sin, the same hurts, the same negative thinking for years and years.   Across time, all people have had similar struggles.





Read:  Romans 7:15-25 





Discuss:  Can you identify with this passage?  What does it tell us about human nature?  Why do you think there is a “war” waging inside of us?  What is the answer to this battle?





Are there certain things you struggle with that are recurring themes in your life?  What are they and why do you think these struggles won’t seem to go away?





Read:  Philippians 1:5-6, Hebrews 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:25





Discuss:  What is the good news offered to us in these verses.  What advice do they give us on the topic of getting out of a rut.  What are some concrete ways we can do this?





Re-Read Psalm 23:3b-4:  Moving from the metaphor to the literal—how can we allow God to lead us?  What keeps us from being led to “paths of righteousness?”  





Prayer:  Share a time when you have moved through a valley of the shadow of death and yet experienced God’s presence with you.  Pray, giving God thanks for this time.  Is there someone in your group experiencing a valley right now whom you can lift up in prayer?


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








