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Sermon Discussion Guide 8-1-10


Sermon Title:�
“Waking Up to a Whole New World�
�
Scripture:�
Nehemiah 1:1-4�
�






Key Verse:  “When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.”  -Nehemiah 1:4


Summary:   There are times in our lives where we wake up to a whole new world.  It looks similar to before, but everything has changed.  Such was the case for Nehemiah.  He received word that his home land- Jerusalem- had been destroyed.  The wall was broken down and the city was in shambles.  Nehemiah’s world radically changed.  His first response, we are told, was to fast and mourn and pray for several days before the God of heaven.  





Opening:  We, like Nehemiah, have times in our lives where everything has changed.  This kind of change doesn’t just happen for a moment, but becomes a new way of being—a “new normal.”  What is our response to such change?  Do we try to go on as before?  Or do we take time to grieve and fast and pray?  Do we reach out to God like never before in the new normal we find ourselves in?  This guide will examine “intercessory prayer.”





Read:  1 Kings 18:1-2, James 5:17-18, Daniel 9:17-23, 





Discuss:  Intercession is defined as “an interposing or pleading on behalf of another person; a � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/prayer" �prayer� to � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/god" �God� on behalf of another.”  How do each of these scriptures represent intercession.  Who is praying the prayer?  Who is the prayer on behalf of? What is the hoped for outcome?


1 Timothy 2:1-3,





Read:  Isaiah 53:11-12, Hebrews 10:19-24





Discuss:  These passages speak of what Jesus did in “interceding” for us.  How is all of this connected to prayer?  Do we believe that God will answer prayer like he did for Elijah and Daniel?  Why or why not?  What causes us to hesitate in interceding for someone else or even when praying for our own needs?  What did Jesus tell his disciples about prayer in Luke 11:5-10?  How can our faith increase when it comes to prayer?





Prayer:  God open me up to what you have for me in this new season of my life.  Prepare me for all that is coming my way.  I want to be where You want me to be.  I want to do what You want me to do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








