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Sermon Discussion Guide 8-15-10


Sermon Title:�
“The Re-Building Project”�
�
Scripture:�
Nehemiah 2:1-6, 11-12, 17-18�
�






Key Verse:  “The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it."  Nehemiah 2:4-5


Summary:  In life we go through many cycles of “birth and death.”  We live our lives as a work in progress; and God is in the renovation and rebuilding business.  In the construction world, a rebuilding project often becomes more involved as old layers are stripped away and you can see what really lies beneath.  The damage has to be assessed, things have to be torn out, and remediation has to take place before the rebuilding and restoring can be done.  As we move toward a “new normal,” there are likely some things that need to be rebuilt in us.


Opening:  Nehemiah had a dream to take on this project for God.  Through this process Nehemiah may have realized that the project was more than just rebuilding a physical wall around Jerusalem-- but rather a renewing and restoring of his own heart and the hearts of his countrymen.  Even when we are following Jesus, we may feel like we are searching for something more we have not yet found.  It is in these moments of searching and hunger for something more when God often begins to do a deeper work in our heart.  This guide will examine the idea of God as the creator and builder,and us as his workmanship.





Read:  Ephesians 2:10, Philippians 1:3-6, Psalm 51





Discuss:  What do you think it means to say that we are God's workmanship?  In what ways do our lives reflect the builder?  What hope does the verse from Philippians offer?  If God continues to work on us, what kinds of things/tools/circumstances does God use to refine us?  As our lives are being “brought to completion” what sort of events work like sandpaper?  Like a hammer and nails?  Like a fresh coat of paint?   





How do our lives get off track from God's original blueprint for us?  How can we know God's plans for our lives?  God opened doors for Nehemiah, and he opens doors for us when we are following his plans.  Share with the group (or journal if you are doing an individual study) some “open doors” that came from God at important times in your life?  What about “closed doors?”  How can closed doors be from God as well?  Psalm 51 is a prayer for “spiritual restoration.” What parts of this Psalm relate most to you and why?





Prayer:  God open me up to what you have for me in this new season of my life.  Prepare me for all that is coming my way.  I want to be where You want me to be.  I want to do what You want me to do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








