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Sermon Discussion Guide 8-22-10


Sermon Title:�
“You're in Trouble”�
�
Scripture:�
Nehemiah 4�
�






Key Verse:  “After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes." -Nehemiah 4:14


Summary:    Jesus told his disciples that “in this world, you will have trouble...” but he also said “take heart, though, for I have overcome the world.”  Nehemiah learned that when he tried to do something significant for the people of God, he instantly encountered opposition.  The people begin to grow weary with their work of rebuilding Jerusalem's wall.  In addition to that, their enemies were sending threats their way.  No one had planned on working and fighting at the same time.  Nehemiah encouraged the people to remember their God “who is great and awesome,” and to fight for this cause that they believed in. 





Opening:   It makes logical sense to want to protect ourselves and not take risks in this life.  But we often learn through time and circumstances that if we don't truly risk, we don't truly live.  God took the ultimate risk by coming to earth in human form-Jesus Christ.  Jesus risked everything (even his own life) so that we could be free.





Read: Philippians 2:5-8, Acts 15:25-27, Romans 16:3-5, Philippians 2:29-30


Discuss:  Compare the risks taken by the people in these scriptures to the risks we take as Christians now.  What did their risks do for the church today?  What can we risk for future generations?  Read and Discuss the following poem.  When have you risked and therefore been truly free?





On Risks�To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.�To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.�To reach out to another is to risk involvement.�To expose feelings is to risk exposing your true self.�To place your dreams, ideas before a crowd is to risk their loss.�To love is risk not being loved in return.�To live is to risk dying.�To hope is to risk despair.�To try is to risk failure.


But risks must be taken, because the greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing.�The person who risks nothing, does nothing, has nothing, and is nothing.�They may avoid suffering and sorrow, but they cannot learn, feel, change, grow, love, live.�Chained by their certitudes, they are a slave: they have forfeited their freedom.


Only a person who risks is truly free.


Prayer:  God open me up to what you have for me in this new season of my life.  Prepare me for all that is coming my way.  I want to be where You want me to be.  I want to do what You want me to do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








