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Sermon Discussion Guide 8-29-10


Sermon Title:�
“This isn't About a Wall”�
�
Scripture:�
Nehemiah 5:1-6�
�






Key Verse:   “Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our countrymen and though our sons are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.  When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry.” -Nehemiah 5:5-6


Summary:    Nehemiah was very focused on rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem.  What he may have not realized for a while, though, was the living condition of the people working with him.  Once he heard their outcry, he took action to make their situation right.  He confronted the government officials  who were charging unfair interest and they changed their ways.  He also shared his food with those who were hungry.  Nehemiah loved God, and that love reached out to the people around him.  Likewise when Jesus was asked what the most important commandment was, he said “love God with everything you've got, but also you must love your neighbor as yourself.”  The two cannot be separated.  This week we were challenged to love like Jesus loves.





Read: Luke 8:40-48, John 8:1-11, Luke 19:1-10, Matthew 15: 29-38





Discuss:  What were some of the different ways Jesus demonstrated love in these passages?  What are some ways we could demonstrate the same kind of love in our lives?





Read:  Luke 7:36-39, Matthew 19:13-14, Mark 2:15-17, 23-26





Discuss:  What are some of the ways the “religious people” missed the point about loving God and loving others?  How are we sometimes like them?





Jesus connected the concept of loving God and loving people as being equally important with the parable he told in Matthew 25:34-46.  If you have time in your group, read and discuss this parable.





Who are the “least of these” in your life?  How does it feel to picture yourself treating Jesus the way you treat others?  What are some concrete ways in the next few weeks that you can love Jesus by loving others?





Prayer:  God open me up to what you have for me in this new season of my life.  Prepare me for all that is coming my way.  I want to be where You want me to be.  I want to do what You want me to do.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


�Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:______________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:______________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








