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Sermon Discussion Guide 09-11-11


Sermon Title:�
Never Forget…..Hope�
�
Scripture:�
Ezekiel 37:1-6�
�






Key Verses: [The LORD] said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!  This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life.  Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” - Ezekiel 37:4-6





Summary:  Shared experiences connect us and bring us together.  Shared experiences that are hurtful or tragic connect us all the more.  Many of us remember where we were, and who we were with, and what we were doing when Pearl Harbor was attacked... when JFK was shot and killed... when the space shuttle Challenger exploded... and when planes flew into the twin towers on 9-11.  In tragic moments like these, it's natural to become afraid and angry.  But remaining connected to God and to each other will help us not to lose hope, as we remember that God is with us, He speaks to us, and He can breathe new life into a situation that looks hopeless.





Discussion Starter: If you feel comfortable doing so, share where you were, who you were with, and what you were doing on the morning of 9-11 (or any of the other tragic events listed above).  What feelings and emotions did that event trigger in you?  What did you want to do in response?


Question: Sometimes we react to tragic events with fear or anger, which can lead to despair and bitterness.  How do despair and bitterness reflect a loss of hope?


Read & Discuss: Psalm 23:1-4.  This passage, like story in Ezekiel makes clear that God is not just with us on the mountaintops; he's also with us in the valleys.  How does that make you feel?  If you feel comfortable doing so, talk about a valley in your life where you felt God guiding and comforting you.


Read & Discuss: 1 Peter 5:7-9.  What should we do with the things that cause us worry, anger, and fear?  When we are connected with others who are going through the same kind of sufferings, what does this passage say that will help us do?  


Read & Discuss: Philippians 4:6-7.  What should we do, instead of allowing ourselves to remain anxious?  Have you ever found these things to help, and if so, how?  Have you ever experienced God's peace in a way that you couldn't explain or that "transcends all understanding"?  How might the peace of God "guard" our hearts and our minds?


Closing Thought: A prophet is someone who hears the voice of God and proclaims it to the people.  A prophet also listens to the people, and presents their concerns to God?  What are ways that we can be "prophets" for one another?


Prayer Requests: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








