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Sermon Discussion Guide 9-26-10


Sermon Title:�
“I Love Me Some Me”�
�
Scripture:�
1 Corinthians 13:1-8a�
�






Key Verse:  “It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”  1 Corinthians 13:5


Summary:   It seems to be part of human nature that people have to “top” each other.  We tend to spend most of our time thinking about “ME.”  But there comes times in our lives when our “me monster” gets shaken—a time when we truly begin to love another person, or a time when we find ourselves in a situation where we realize how big the needs in the world are, and how small we feel in comparison.  True love is not self-seeking.  When we are always thinking of “me” we tend to be easily angered, or we keep up with the faults of others.  We want to be control, we want to be right.  Imagine a world where people really loved each other with a love that wasn't self-seeking—a world where we looked to meet the needs of others.  Love is sacrificial, even painful, because we have to “die” to our own self-centered desires, but love is always worth the pain.


Read:  Romans 6:5-7, 12:9-11, 12:16, 15:1-2, 7 





We know that Christ died for us.  How then, do we “die” to ourselves?  What are the roadblocks that keep us from doing that?





In these passages from Romans we are told to put others and their needs above ourselves. Why is this so difficult?  But why in the end are we more fulfilled when we do this?





In what different ways did Jesus put other people's needs before his own our needs before his own?  How has he put our needs before his own?





Try this fill in the blank:  “Jesus accepted me, even though I _________________.” (what are your own shortcomings?)   I should accept others and love them even though they ___________________.”  (fill in the blank with whatever other people do that causes you to struggle, be angry, or frustrated).  How does it impact you to put these two things side by side?





Read :Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 4:20-24, Colossians 3:9-10


In the Galatians passage, what do you think about “selfish ambition” being included in such a list?





What does an “old self” look like?  What does a “new self” look like?





Prayer:  Lord Jesus, you gave everything, even your own life, to fulfill the needs of others. You have accepted me,even when I didn't deserve it.  Give me the strength to “die to myself” and show true love to others.  Amen.�


Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:______________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:______________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








