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Sermon Discussion Guide


Sermon Title: Is God Real? If So, Can We Ask Questions?


Date: 4-18-10


Scripture:  Hebrews 11:1-3





Key Verse:  "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”


       (Hebrews 11:1)





Summary:  The oldest questions across time and culture have been “Is God real?  Does God exist?  Is there a God?”  There are many arguments for the existence of God, but most people do not come to God through a logical argument, but instead through an experience- a ‘crisis’ of sorts that moves them into a search for what’s missing.  Faith comes into play not by figuring things out but by choosing to trust and believe in God.  





Discussion:  Hebrews 11:1 offer a definition for “faith.”  If someone asked you “What is faith?”  how would you respond?





We heard on Sunday that “Faith in God is not a blind leap in the dark; rather it is a safe step into a well-lit room where the vast majority of people are already standing.”  What is your reaction to this statement?  Do you think most people have thought of faith this way?  Why or why not?





Read:  Job 1:1-22.  Job was a devout believer in God and was greatly blessed.  However, his fortune did not last.  The Lord allowed Satan to test Job’s faith.  Incredibly, Job reacts to his adversity by praising God, instead of cursing him.  





Discussion:  How do you feel about the Lord giving Satan permission to test Job?





What impresses you most about Job?





What do you think Job means by his response in verse 21?





Had you been Job, how would you have reacted after these losses?





Can you relate to this story?  If you feel comfortable, share a time when you received bad news.  What was your initial reaction?   What have been your feelings about the situation in hindsight?





Even when everything was stripped away from Job, and even if he knew nothing else… he knew about faith.  Read Job 19:23-27.  How does this verse make you feel?  How can it bring us hope in difficult times?  How can reading a story like Job’s increase our own faith?





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








