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Sermon Discussion Guide 4-25-10


Sermon Title:�
God is Good Part One:  �Why Does God Allow Bad Things?�
�
Scripture:�
John 9:1-12�
�






Key Verse:  "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” (John 9:3)


       


Summary:  The oldest question we looked at last week was “Is God Real?”  This week we heard about the biggest question, “If God is good, why do bad things happen?”  Jesus and his disciples encounter a man who was born blind from birth.  The disciples asked Jesus whose sin caused this man to be blind.  Jesus answers that it was no one’s sin and instead proceeds to heal the man.  Jesus knew that for the blind man this was not just a theological question but a personal one. There is a big difference between belief in the existence of God and trusting in the God who exists.  .


Read: John 9:1-34.  This is the story in its entirety.  After Jesus heals the blind man, it causes a stir among the people and the Pharisees don’t know what to think about Jesus.





Discussion:  What idea lies behind the disciples’ question?  From this story, what would you say was the current belief for the “reason” the man was born blind? (v. 34)





This man’s condition presented a “religious problem” for the disciples.  What does Jesus response tell us about how he viewed the man’s condition?





Put yourselves in the shoes of the following characters:  The disciples, the Pharisees, the blind man, his parents, Jesus.  Now, what reaction would each have to this encounter and why?





Can you think of a modern day example of this story?  If so, what happened?  Or how do we see these same concepts in our world today?





The blind man didn’t see Jesus, but Jesus and his disciples saw him.  The Pharisees probably walked past this man day after day and were busy trying to “answer” theological problems.  On the other hand, Jesus comes to the broken and is not a God who “walks by.”  His disciples got to witness the healing he had done.  





We, like the blind man, can experience the healing touch of Jesus.  We, like the disciples, can witness Jesus healing someone else.  





What stories can you share around this statement?


I have faced ____________ and found healing in Jesus Christ.


Someone I know faced _____________ and found healing in Jesus Christ.





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








