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Sermon Discussion Guide 5-16-10


Sermon Title:�
“Raising the White Flag”�
�
Scripture:�
Acts 2:1-21�
�






Key Verse:  “17In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”  --Acts 2:17-18


       


Summary:  What we expect to happen, and how God chooses to operate are often different!  On the day of Pentecost, Peter and the other disciples surrendered their lives to the work of the Holy Spirit.  This allowed Peter to stand up and boldly proclaim the name of Jesus Christ among the people gathered in Jerusalem.  Because of Peter’s message, 3,000 more surrendered their lives to Jesus that day!  In the world, surrender is often looked at as a sign of weakness or defeat, but in terms of our faith, surrender allows us to live our lives in a much more powerful way- in the power of the Holy Spirit.





Opening:   Christmas and Easter are well known Christian holidays; Pentecost is not so much.  Why do you think that is?  What do you think it means to surrender your life to God?  Who is the Holy Spirit to you?  This sermon guide will examine two passages about the Holy Spirit and ask questions about our own “yielding” to the Holy Spirit.





Read:   John 16:5-15.  The Holy Spirit is given some other names here.  In some translations the Holy Spirit is called the Counselor, the Advocate, the Helper, the Comforter, or the Spirit of Truth.  Discuss:  What do these names tell you about the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives?  





Read: Romans 8:1-26


Discuss:  What are the characteristics of the life of the Spirit?  The life apart from the Spirit?  Being able to live a life in the Spirit is the gift of Jesus; but what can we do to allow the Spirit to truly be at work in us?





How would you explain verses 14-16?  How are fear and “sonship” opposites?





Re-read verses 26-27.  Have you experienced a time when you felt the Spirit was helping you pray?





What else about this passage encourages you?  Are there parts you have questions about?� 





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








