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Sermon Discussion Guide 5-8-10


Sermon Title:�
God is Good Part Two:  �Why Does God Allow Bad Things?�
�
Scripture:�
Psalm 13:1-6�
�






Key Verse:  "How long, O LORD ? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  (Psalm 13:1)


       


Summary:  If God is good AND bad things happen, then where is God in our suffering?   When children ask questions about God we don’t look down upon them.  We, too can ask questions of God—even the hard questions.  If we read the Psalms we can see that David certainly did, and God even called David a man “after his own heart” (Acts 13:22).    Our scripture is full of questions from people that we consider to have great faith.  Our scripture sets a precedent for us that we can be honest with God.





Opening:  What do you know or what have you heard about David?





Read: Here are several stories from David’s life.  Divide into smaller groups and choose one of the following stories to read.  What happened to David in your story? With the whole group, list the tragic things David experienced in these passages of scripture.  1 Samuel 19:1-10.2; 1Samuel 18:1-4 & 2 Samuel 1:25-27; 2 Samuel 18:9-33.  


�Discussion:   Then as a whole group read Psalm 13.  What are the three stages of David’s uphill prayer?  What is David’s tension?  What makes David feel so “low”?  so “high”?  Why do you think he becomes hopeful at the end of the prayer?  (For another prayer of David’s see 2 Samuel 27:18-29). 





Have you felt anger or despair like David does in Psalm 13?  Did praying help?  Where do you seek relief today?  When do you feel like singing?  When is God’s goodness most real to you?





What is your reaction to Pastor Jacob’s statement on Sunday, “I can be in pain, AND God is good.  It’s not either /or but both/and.”  Why do you think David was able to express his pain and declare that God is good?  How can we do the same?





What are your thoughts or reactions to the following statement by Henri Nouwen?  Nobody escapes being wounded. We all are wounded people, whether physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually. The main question is not “How can we hide our wounds?” so we don’t have to be embarrassed, but “How can we put our woundedness in the service of others?” When our wounds cease to be a source of shame, and become a source of healing, we have become wounded healers.  Jesus is God’s wounded healer: through his wounds we are healed. Jesus’ suffering and death brought joy and life. His humiliation brought glory; his rejection brought a community of love. As followers of Jesus we can also allow our wounds to bring healing to others.





Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon:_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests:____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








