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Sermon Discussion Guide 01-30-11


Sermon Title:�
“Love the One You Hate”�
�
Scripture:�
Matthew 5:38-48�
�






Key Verse:  43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  -Matthew 5:43-44 (NIV) 


Summary:  It seems to make sense to love your neighbor and hate your enemy, but in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls us to a higher standard than that.  He tells us to love our enemies and to pray for them.  We don’t like to think that we could really hate anyone, but if we look at the definition of hate- “to strongly or intensely dislike”- then most of us can think of a time when we indeed felt like we “hated” someone.  Hate can become a habit and never leads to healing.  Hate is one of the most destructive things we can do for the cause of Christ.  Love, is the most different and needed thing we can do for the cause of Christ.


Discuss: Can you think of a time when someone you know responded to hate by loving the other person?  What enabled them to do that?  How did it impact both sides?


Read & Discuss:  The following stories are examples of those who responded to hate with love.  


Genesis 37:12-26, 45:1-14 (Joseph)�Acts 7:54-59 (Stephen)�Acts 9:1-18  (Ananias)


For each instance, what was the situation?  How did the person show love?  Were both parties impacted by the show of love or not?  How?


What if you show love to someone and they DON’T respond?  What did Jesus have to say about that in Matthew 5:46-47?


What kinds of things may happen in our lives that cause us to hate?  What does that do to our hearts over time?  What are some steps we can take towards healing?


What are some things we can do to grow stronger in our ability to love in the face of hate?  How can this group help each other in this area?


Prayer:  Dear Jesus, it is so much easier to respond in hate than love.  Please give us power by your Spirit to overcome our human nature,  and respond more like the “God-nature”  that you have given us.  Show us ways that we can become persons of love in our homes, workplaces and everywhere we go.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


Things I’d like to remember from this week’s sermon: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Prayer Requests: _________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








